BITE OF A MAD DOG. 


Directions to prevent Canine Madneſs by Ablution. * 


EAR Wag kXHAu, in NoxTrH Walks three men died of canine madneſs in October 
and November, 1788. _ 
| Theſe melancholy caſes ſpread a general alarm: But it ought to give great comfort and fatis- 4 
faction to any one who may be bitten, to know that there is a ſafe, eaſy, and effectual method of 
preventing infection; which can ſeldom give pain, or require ſkill, and is in the power of every 
perſon to employ. It is generally allowed by phyſicians, that the ſpittle of a mad animal, infuſed 
into a wound, is the on cauſe hitherto known, that can communicate canine madneſs to the hu- 
man body. This poiſon does no ſudden miſchief, is not immediately abſorbed into the blood; and 
ſufficient opportunity is given to remove it, before any danger can ariſe. When a perſon 1s bitten 
the plain and obvious means of preventing any future injury, is, firſt, to wipe off the ſpittle with a 
dry cloth, and then to waſh the wound with cold water. After a plentiful affuſion of it, warm water 
may be employed with ſafety and advantage ; not ſlightly and ſuperficially, but abundantly, and 
with the moſt perſevering attention; in bad caſes, for ſeveral hours. A continued ſtream of it“ 
oured from the ſpout of a tea-pot or tea-kettle, held up at a conſiderable diſtance, is peculiarly 
well adapted to the purpoſe. If the canine poiſon infuſed int9 a wound were of a peculiar colour 
as black, like ink, we ſhould all be aware that plenty of water and patient diligence would effec- 7 
tually waſh out the dark die; but this could not be expected by ſlight and ſuperficial ablution. 
After a bite has been carefully waſhed, colour it with ſaliva, tinged by ink, &c. When ſome 
hours have elapſed, waſh out the ſtain. A viſible proof may thus be obtained, how ſoon and per- 
fectly water can cleanſe a wound from ſaliva. As an argument that flight waſhing of the wound 
is not ſufficient to cleanſe it effectually from the poiſon, we may mention, that, in ſome caſes, 
after inoculation for the ſmall-pox, the poiſonous matter has been attempted to be waſhed out of 
the wound, by perſons who wiſhed to prevent its effects: yet the inoculated ſmall-pox appeared 
at its proper period. Theſe unſucceſsful attempts were performed ſecretly, haſtily, and timidly, 
by a female hand. But in a caſe where the inoculated inciſions were probably waſhed with 
greater care, infection was prevented. Such facts teach us the importance of patient perſeverance 
in waſhing away the poiſon; but they need not abate our confidence that ſuch perſeverance will 
certainly be ſucceſsful, 5 = 
The ablution ſhould be accompliſhed with great diligence and without delay; and may be 
performed by the patient or any aſſiſtant. However, as the apprehenſion of this dreadful diforder 
always excites the greateſt anxiety, a ſurgeon's advice and aſſiſtance ought to be obtained, as ſoon 
as poſlible, in all caſes where the ſkin is injured. He will execute theſe directions moſt dex- 
terouſly and completely. In a bad wound, the poifon may be conveyed deep into the fleſh, by 
long teeth or lacerations. In ſuch circumſtances, he ſhould open and waſh, and, whenever any 
painful uncertainty can remain, he ſhould cup and ſyringe every ſuſpicious place. If the bite 
hath been neglected, till the inflammation begins, he ſhould, after ſhaving off the inflamed ſurface, 
cup, ſyringe, and waſh with double diligence. By this method of purification, it cannot be 
\ doubted that every particle of poiſon, and, conſequently, that every cauſe of danger may be effec- 
tually removed. 
N. B. Let this paper be paſted up in ſome public places, and in the houſes of ſeveral ſenſible and 
humane perſons in each pariſh, _ 


© I e 3 
oo” * <0 - 43.48 N A 2 IE Ra 1 
. 5 * 8 . r 
Yo BE * ry a) * | ; oY 
; 4 - * * # e Ta . * 1 Aa \ 
. 10" * — wy . D & 
« 4 : 4 age a 5 


J. THOMPSON, PRINTER, MOOR-STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 


ws 
LOWE 
&3 


